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News Brief

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has said the Awami League should stay in power at least for five more years so that none can upset the country’s current pace of progress. The Prime Minister said this while presiding over a discussion arranged by Bangladesh Awami League at Bangabandhu International Conference Centre marking the Victory Day 2018. The Premier said her party has prepared an economic plan to reduce poverty by 5/6 per cent more before celebrating ‘Mujib Year’ marking the birth centenary of Bangabandhu in 2020 and golden jubilee of independence in 2021.


Newly-appointed US Ambassador in Dhaka Robert Earl Miller paid a courtesy call on Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina yesterday.  During the meeting, the Prime Minister briefly described her party’s struggle in restoration of democracy in the country and said that it was only Awami League government which handed over the power peacefully in 2001 in the history of the country. The US Ambassador said his country expects the upcoming elections in Bangladesh would be free, fair and credible and his country will send 32 observers to monitor Bangladesh’s upcoming national elections.

President Md. Abdul Hamid and Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina have greeted Bangladeshi migrant workers marking the International Migrants Day-2018. In separate messages, they wished success of all programmes of the day to be observed today. In his message, President Md. Abdul Hamid said immigrant population has a positive role in making the world more diverse and habitable by creating bonds of brotherhood among people of different religions of various parts of the world.

 A delegation of Jatiya Oikyafront led by Dr Kamal Hossain met with Chief Election Commissioner and Election Commissioners at Nirbachan Bhaban in Dhaka yesterday. After the meeting, Dr Kamal said to the media that the Jatiya Oikyafront will not boycott the forthcoming polls at any cost. After the meeting while exchanging views with the reporters, Election Commissioner Mahbub Talukder expressed his optimism that the 11th parliamentary election will be held in a free, fair and credible manner. 

Awami League is set to unveil its manifesto today for the 11th national election on December 30. AL President and Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina is scheduled to reveal the manifesto in capital’s Sonargaon Hotel at about 10 AM. 


Bangladesh Awami League President Sheikh Hasina will address different rallies in Dhaka, Sylhet and Rangpur division between December 21 and December 24 as part of the party’s election campaign. She will address a rally in the city’s Gulshan area on December 21 and will visit two shrines in Sylhet on December 22 in where will address an election rally as well. The Premier will visit Pirganj and Taraganj in Rangpur and join rallies there on December 23. The AL President will also address a rally in Kamrangirchar area of Dhaka on December 24.

  
Bangladesh Missions abroad celebrated the 48th Victory Day on Sunday in a befitting manner. The Embassies and High Commissions chalked out elaborate programmes, including hoisting of Bangladesh national flag and playing of its national anthem in the morning. The Victory Day messages of the President and the Prime Minister were read out.

Japan has reiterated its continued support for the safe and voluntary return and resettlement of Rohingyas to their place of origin in Rakhine state of Myanmar. Japan also highly commended Bangladesh’s humanitarian support to the displaced Myanmar nationals as the issue came up for discussions at the second Foreign Office Consultation between Bangladesh and Japan held in Tokyo  yesterday.

DSEX, the key index of Dhaka Stock Exchange, lost 0.63 per cent, or 33 points, to close at 5,218.01 points yesterday. 
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